11 


$ + 


gard 


72 INTERPRETER RELEASES 


the five states with the largest population of 
undocumented aliens. 
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Outlook. The House subcommittee is scheduled 
to hold a hearing on H.R. 1915 on June 29. The 


climate surrounding the legislation promises to be. 
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contentious, with the issues cutung across party lines. | + 


Some Republicans, like House Majonty Leader Dick 
Armey (R-Tex.) oppose any new restrictions on legal 
immigration, which they view as vital to the 
country’s continued economic growth,! On the other 
hand, the ranking Democrat on the House immigration 
subcommittee, Rep. John Bryant (D-Tex.), endorsed 
the bill, opining that it would reduce the displacement 
of U.S. workers by cheap foreign labor. Other 
Democrats, such as Rep, Anthony C. Beilenson 
(D-Cal.), also endorsed the proposed legislation, 
stating: “The proposal stands a pretty good chance of 
passage and, I would hope, approval by the 
President.” 


Whatever the eventual outcome of the various 
reform proposals, one thing is certain—with the 
Senate’s immigration package already headed toward 
the full Judiciary Committee, and the House bill ready 
for take-off, this summer promises to be short on 
quality (read: vacation) time, and heavy on caffeine- 
fueled immigration action on the Hill. Which, of 
course, begs the question, with Rep. Sonny Bono tied 
up here all summer, who’s going to be making the 
pasta in Palm Springs?3 a 


2. Senate Approves Anti-Terrorism 
Legislation, House Likely to Follow 


With the Oklahoma City bombing still sending 
shock waves across the country, Congress is moving 
quickly to enact comprehensive anti-terrorism 
legislation, The proposed bills contain significant 
provisions that would crack down on alleged alien 
terrorists, and would further enhance enforcement 
against criminal aliens in general. 
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1 New York Times, June 22, 1995, A19, at col. 1; 
Wall Street Journal, May 24, 1995, at Al6, col. 
1. 

3 New York Times, June 22, 1995, A19, at col. 1. 
3 For an explanation, see 72 Interpreter Relcases 
524 (Apr. 17, 1995). ; 

4 For a previous report on anti-terrorism 
legislation, see 72 Interpreier Releases 581 (May 

1, 1995), 
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The Senate approved its version of anti-terronsm 
legislation on June 7, 1995, by a lopsided 91 to 8 
vote.” The bill (S. 735), is sponsored by Senate 
Majority Leader Bob Dole (R-Kan.) and Sen, Orrin 
Hatch {(R-Utah). Among other things, the bil! would 
give the federal government new wiretap authorities 
against terrorists, curb appeals by death row inmates, 
+ allow tracer elements to be placed on explosives, and 

allow the use of military personnel for technical 
assistance in terrorism investigations, R 

In the House of Representatives, a similar bill is 
quickly moving toward passage. The House Judiciary 
Committee approved the bill (H.R. 1710) on June 20 
by a 23 to 12 vote.’ A vote in the full House is 
expected shortly after the Fourth of July recess. 


The Senate bil! approved on June 7 contains 
several significant immigration changes. Many 
observers expected the Senate to include certain 
provisions, most notably the so-called “secret trials” 
for alien terrorists. S. 735, however, contains several 
unexpected and stringent provisions designed to 
enhance enforcement against not only terrorists, but 
alien criminals in general. 


Following are the highlights of $, 735: 


Exclusion and deportation grounds. S$. 735 would 
amend INA § 212(a)(3)(B) to expand the applicability 
of the terrorism ground of exclusion. Currently the 
INA renders excludable any alicn: (1) who has engaged 
in terrorist activity, or (2) who a consular officer or 
the Attorney General knows or has reason to believe is 
likely to engage in any terrorist activity. S. 735 


would add a third ground, relating to any alien “who is 7 


a member of a terrorist organization or who actively 
supports or advocates terrorist activity.” ‘Terrorist 
organization” for purposes of § 212(a)(3)(B) would 
mean “an organization that engages in or has engaged 
in, terrorist activity as designated by the Secretary of 
State, after consultation with the Secretary of the 
Treasury.” 


In addition, under the bill’s proposed rewording of 
the statute, an alien would be excludable if he or she is 
an “officer, official, representative, or spokesman” of 


wn 


141 Cong, Rec. $7857 (daily ed. June 7, 1995). 
6 See Washington Post, June 8, 1995, at Al, col. 
5, New York Times, June 8, 1995, at Al, col. 6; 
Wall Street Journal, June 8, 1995, at BY, col. 1. 
2 See Washington Post, June 21, 1995, at AG, col. 
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